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In answer to the first objection, one can only regret that the author did not carry out the analysis in question. He. at any rate, cannot be assumed to have succeeded.
The second sentence, however, first affords a support to Vitalism, and then attacks this support. It would have been better to have asked : Do the facts compel us to assume that the phenomena of life have a law of their own, or do they not ? And of the proof of the negative we find in Dubois literally not a trace.
That a life-force would contradict the law of the conservation of energy forms the conclusion of E. Dubois Raymond's statements. We shall have a better opportunity of testing this supposed objection if we now turn to the opinions of the second of the writers whose views we proposed to examine.
Helmholtz shall be our second example of an opponent of Vitalism in the materialistic reaction. We can fortunately be brief even as he is brief. Indeed, he hardly deems Vitalism worthy of consideration at all.
With the assumption that Vitalism had regarded freedom in the sense of a negation of law, the famous physicist introduces the problem of Vitalism in many parts of his writings on general subjects.1 But had this view of freedom, or even anything similar, been maintained by any Vitalist ? And had not Blumenbach and Wolff, for instance, expressly asserted the contrary ?
1 Cf. the Vortrdge und Eeden, third edition, Braunschweig, 1884.